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Form 50-129 Instructions – Application for 1-d-1
If you have recently purchased land in Texas and/or are applying for a wildlife tax valuation then you will need to complete Form 50-129 and file it with your local county appraisal district (CAD). This article provides Form 50-129 instructions for 1) property owners who have purchased new land with an agricultural tax valuation, and 2) property owners that are changing held land from traditional agriculture to wildlife management use.

Under the Texas Constitution, actively managing native wildlife is legally considered agriculture. This may be new information to some, but in 1995 Texas began allowing property owners to convert farm, ranch, and timber lands to wildlife management use while retaining agricultural tax rates.
A wildlife tax valuation is often incorrectly referred to as a wildlife exemption, but property owners still pay taxes. It’s a great deal, however, for the owners of Texas property because their property’s annual taxes are based on the production value of the land rather than the market value of the land.
Wildlife management use is also a good deal for Texas wildlife. The wildlife tax valuation in Texas was designed to be a conservation initiative, a way to maintain open, undeveloped areas across the state. In return for managing Texas’ wildlife, property owners receive the benefit of ag-based taxes.

The law, however, restricts the land that may qualify for wildlife management use. To qualify for agricultural appraisal under the wildlife management use, the land must be qualified for agricultural appraisal under Tax Code Chapter 23, Subchapter D, (1-d-1 or open space agricultural appraisal), at the time the owner changes use to wildlife management use. Property owners must submit Form 50-129 and a wildlife management plan that details the native wildlife managed for and the specific management practices that will occur on the property.

Form 50-129 Instructions
This form is required when initially applying for agricultural use or for a change in the type of agricultural use. If you recently purchased land used for farming, ranching, or other commercial agricultural operations then you will need to file this form with the central appraisal district in the county where the land is found.
Unless instructed otherwise by the CAD, this form should only be filed between January 2 and April 30 of the year in which you intend to apply. If you close on (purchase) ag land after the standard enrollment period, then you do not typically need to file this form until after the new year rolls around.
Any tax valuation held by an existing owner will be “locked-in” as of April 30, and new owners can only file changes once they are the owner of record on January 1 of the year in which they file. This is standard procedure, but if you do buy land and the local CAD does ask for a 50-129 application form, then by all means submit it.






Page 1: Application for 1-d-1 Agricultural Use Appraisal
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The very top section of Form 50-129 is only there to make sure your form ends up at the right appraisal district. Make sure you know where your property is located and send it to the appropriate CAD. Not much instruction is needed here. Simply enter the tax year in which the application is being made, the county appraisal district’s name, and the account number for the property (if known).
Form 50-129 Instructions: Section 1
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The first section of this form is to notify the CAD of who is making an application for change in use appraisal. First, select the appropriate type of owner. Most will apply as an individual but make sure to choose partnership or corporation if the property is held by such an entity. Next, provide all the necessary contact information.
Form 50-129 Instructions: Section 2
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If you are reading this Form 50-129 guide, then Section 2 will most likely be left blank. This section is for individuals or companies that are representing 

the actual property owners to the appraisal district. If this is the case, this section simply collects the necessary contact information. Leave this section blank if this application is being filed for your own property.
Section 3: Form 50-129 Instructions
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The third section of the form is designed to identify the specific tract of land for which a proposed change in land use applies. It asks to provide descriptive information regarding the property that is subject to application.
If this property has been under your ownership for some time, then you can provide your account identification number as well as the legal description of the property (which typically includes abstract names and numbers and or tract or plat numbers.) You can get this information from documents that you received at the time of sale or you can navigate to the CAD’s website and find the necessary information.
[image: Legal Description of Property: Form 50-129]
The image above is generally how an account on a CAD website appears. Notice that it offers Property ID information, Geographic ID information, and a legal description of the tract. In some cases, “land” will be comprised of several tracts with different property identification numbers, so make sure to 

include the legal description for all tracts of land for which an application is being made.
If you recently purchased land for which you are filing an application, you will need to refer to the documents you received at or shortly after closing on the property. Another option for collecting the legal description of a property is to look up the property on the CAD’s website under the prior owner’s name. It can sometimes take awhile before the CAD updates the information within their site.




50-129 Instructions for Section 3 (Concluded)
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Section 3 (concluded) has a series of straight-forward questions. Answer all three questions and notice that second question points out for those switching to wildlife management use must also complete sections 4 and 5. The answer to question 2 must be “Yes.” This is especially important if you intend to switch from a traditional agriculture tax valuation to wildlife management use (wildlife tax valuation).
Application Instructions for Section 4
Section 4 is one of the larger sections in Form 50-129, but it can be navigated by following these instructions. Keep in mind that agricultural use includes, but is not limited to, cultivated crops, horticultural activities, raising or holding livestock, raising or holding exotic animals, timber production, beekeeping (for honey production), and wildlife management.
It’s important to note that wildlife management is defined as actively using land that at the time wildlife management use began (i.e. Section 3, question 2), was appraised as open space (1-d-1) to sustain breeding, migrating or winter population of native wild animals for human use, including food, medicine or recreation, in at least three of the following ways, 1) habitat control, 2) erosion control, 3) predator control, 4) providing supplemental supplies of water, 5) providing supplemental supplies of food, 6) providing shelters, and 7) making census counts to determine population.
Property owners converting land from traditional agriculture to wildlife management use must also include with Form 50-129 a wildlife management plan that identifies the native wildlife that will be targeted for management and identifies at least 3 management practices that will be implemented on the property. The management practices must meet the intensity requirements for the wildlife appraisal region and the size of the property.
Part 1 of Section 4 is used to determine whether or not the property has been in agricultural use (or has established agricultural use) so that the CAD can determine if the property can remain in agricultural use. In Texas, a property can achieve or maintain ag use if it has been in agricultural use for at least 5 out of the past 7 years.
For land to qualify for special appraisal as wildlife management use, the land must have qualified for special appraisal as open space or timber land under Subchapters D or E of Tax Code Chapter 23 at the time the wildlife management use began (i.e. had an ag tax valuation the year prior). In short, a property that was appraised as open-space (1-d-1) land the year prior can convert to a wildlife tax valuation as long as the property meets the general use requirements and files Form 50-129 and a management plan with the CAD during the annual application period, January 1 through April 30.
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Part 1 of Section 4 ask you to list the agricultural use of the property by year according to the agricultural land category, starting with the current year and working back in time. The last page of Form 50-129 is titled “Important Information” and list the common agricultural land uses:
“Agricultural use includes, but is not limited to, the following activities: (1) cultivating the soil; (2) producing crops for human food, animal feed, or planting seed or for the production of fibers; (3) floriculture, viticulture and horticulture; (4) raising or keeping livestock; (5) raising or keeping exotic animals or fowl for the production of human food or fiber, leather, pelts or other tangible products having a commercial value; (6) planting cover crops or leaving land idle for the purpose of participating in a governmental program provided the land is not used for residential purposes or a purpose inconsistent with agricultural use or leaving the land idle in conjunction with normal crop or livestock rotation procedures; (7) producing or harvesting logs and posts used for construction or repair of fences, pens, barns or other agricultural improvements on adjacent open-space land having the same owner and devoted to a different agricultural use; (8) wildlife management; and (9) beekeeping.”
Property owners converting to a wildlife tax valuation need to enter the year that the application is being made into the cell that reads, “Current.” If the application is for the year 2022 then simply write in “2022.” In the next column to the right, the applicant will then need to write in “Wildlife Management” under the heading labeled “Agricultural Land Use Category of Land.”
In the far right cell, the applicant should then write in the amount of acreage that will be devoted to wildlife management under “Acres Principally Devoted to Agricultural Use.” This will usually be the entirety or most of the acreage, except any portion of the property that is already appraised another way, such as residential or commercial use.
Next, in the row below with a “1” in the upper-left part of the cell, the applicant must write in the calendar year prior. In this example we are applying to convert ag or timber land to wildlife use for the year 2022, so the applicant would write in “2021.”  Then, just as in the first row, write in the appropriate agricultural or timberland use and the amount of acreage that was devoted to ag or timber use.
Technically, because of Texas Tax Code 23, this enough apply for wildlife management use; you can leave the remainder of the rows blank. However, some appraisal districts like to see property owners list the ag use of the land at least 5 years prior to the application year. Work backwards in time by year and list the ag use category. For most, the use category will likely be “Raising or Keeping Livestock” for years prior to converting to wildlife management.
If applying for an agricultural tax valuation for a property that does not currently have an ag tax valuation, then the applicant must enter enough years (at least 5, but up to 7 years) until agricultural use is demonstrated during at least 5 of the past 7 years.
If converting land to wildlife management use, then the only other part of Section 5 that needs to be completed is Part 2 (a). This part asks that the applicant, “List the livestock, exotic animals or exotic fowl raised or the type of wildlife managed on the property and the number of acres used for each activity,” and then list the “Number of Acres.” This is straightforward.
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In the cell under “Livestock, Exotic or Wildlife,” enter the specific wildlife species or group that you will be managing for on the property. Write in “Songbirds” if managing for songbirds, or “Doves” if managing for doves. If managing for two groups, then write in both groups. This should line up directly with the wildlife management plan for your property. In the cell to the right, it once again asks for “Number of Acres.” This should reflect the same acreage listed under “Acres Principally Devoted to Agricultural Use” in Part 1 of Section 4.
The remainder of Section 4 is only for property owners applying for a standard (agricultural tax appraisal/valuation (farming, ranching, etc.). If the applicant is applying for wildlife use then parts 2(b), 3, 4, and 5 of this section can be left blank, unless other land uses are planned for parts of the property, in which case the appropriate parts should be completed.
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Property Tax Form 50-129 Instructions: 5
One of the requirements for maintaining an agricultural appraisal on a property through wildlife management use is active management of the property. The guidelines require that at least 3 management practices be carried out annually of the property. Section 5 is where you tell the CAD which three wildlife management practices will be implemented on the property.
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An applicant may enter more than one practice per line if the plan is to do more than three practices on the property, if you want to get it all in there. Otherwise, simply enter at least three practices that will take place on the land that benefit the native animals selected for management. For example, row A may have “Habitat Control,” row B may have “Supplemental Water” and row C may have “Supplemental Shelter” if these are the practices listed in your management plan.
Part 2 of this section ask for the applicant to list the property’s agricultural land use category for the tax year preceding the land’s conversion to wildlife management use. The categories are listed in Section 4 and include 8 main categories. Again, for Section 5, #2, most will need to write in “Raising or Keeping Livestock.” If unsure which accurately describes the property, check the property within the CAD’s website using your name or the name of the previous property owner.
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Parts 3 through 8 includes a series of yes/no questions, totaling 10 questions in all. For question 3, “Yes” must be checked if the property is being converted to wildlife management use. It’s asking if a wildlife management plan on state form PWD 885 has been completed. 
Question 4 is trying to determine whether or not the property was part of a larger tract of 1-d-1 land the year prior. If so, then the property may be subject to a minimum acreage requirement. If we have prepared a management plan for you, then your property has been vetted as large enough to qualify. In many cases, the answer to question 4 will be no, but if the property was cut out of a larger tract then answer yes.
The answers to the remainder of the questions (5-8) will most likely be no, but make sure to read them all just to be sure. Answer “no” if you are not sure.
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Texas Form 50-129: Section 6
This section is very specific and the first question is related to timber production. Most will answer no, but if the answer to the question is yes then a date must be entered, as well. This question is inconsequential if you are converting timberland to wildlife management use, so there is no hazard in answering no if you really don’t know.
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The second question asks, “Does the property owner wish to have the land subject to this application continue to be appraised as 1-d-1 land?” You want to check “Yes” as this is the reason you are completing this “Application for 1-d-1 Agricultural Use Appraisal.”
Form 50-129 Instructions: Apply for 1-d-1
Congratulations, you have made it to the final section of the form! It’s also without doubt the scariest section, but you have nothing to worry about as long you have not knowingly made any false statements.
The last part of this document includes printing your name, then signing and dating the application.
[image: ]

This concludes our journey together through the 4 pages that comprise Form 50-129. Kind of a waste of paper, right? We hope these instructions helped you fully complete your Application for 1-d-1 (Open-Space) Agricultural Use Appraisal, but if you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact us. We hope you enjoy managing for wildlife on your property.
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SECTION 2: Authorized Representative
If you are an individual property owner filing this application on your own behalf, skip to Section 3; ll other applicants are required to complete Section 2.
Please indicate the basis for your authority to represent the property owner in fling this application:

Officer of the company

General Partner of the company Attomey for property owner

‘Agent for tax matters appointed under Tax Code Section 1.111 with completed and signed Form 50-162

Other and explain basis:

Name of Authorized Representative

Title of Authorized Representative

Primary Phone Number (area code and number) Email Address”

Mailing Address, City, State, ZIP Code.
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SECTION 3: Property Description and Information

Provide the descriptive information requested below for the property that s the subject of this application or attach last year's tax statement, notice of appraised value or other
correspondence identifying the property.

Number of Aces(subject o thisapplication)
Legal Description, abstract numbers,field numbers and/or plat numbers:
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Account

Property ID: 8480 Legal Description: 0824 J J RAMSEY SVY # TRACT A ACRES 35.5
Geographic ID: 0824-0000-001000 Agent Code:
Type: Real

Property Use Code:
Property Use Description:
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SECTION 3: Property Description and Information (conclude

Select the appropriate box in response to each question below.

1. Has the ownership of the property changed since Jan. 1 of fast year or since the last application was submitted? Yes No

Ifyes, the new owner must complete all applicable questions and, if the land is used to manage

idife, sections 4 and 5 must be completed.
2. Lastyear, was 1-d-1 appraisal allowed on this property by the chief appraiser of this appraisal district

Yes No
Ifno, all applicable questions must be completed and, if the land is used to manage wildlife, sections 4 and 5 must be completed.

Ifyes, complete only those parts of sections 4 and 5 that have changed since the earlier application or any information in sections 4and 5
requested by the chief appraiser.

3. s this property located within the corporate limits of a city or town? Yes No
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SECTION 4: Property Use

Provide complete answers to the following questions. List the agricultural use of the property according to the agriculturalland categories lsted in the important information
section of this form. Divide the total acreage according to individual uses to which the land s principally devoted.

1. Describe the current and past agricultural uses of this property as described in Section 3, starting with the current year and working back 5 years or until 5 out of 7 years of
agricultural use is shown. Five years of continuous agricultural use may be required if the land is located within the corporate limits of  city or town.

Agricultural Use Category of Land Acres Principally Devoted to
sy (List allthat apply) Agricultural Use:
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2. (a) List the livestock, exotic animals or exotic fowl raised or the type of wildlife managed on the property and the number of acres used for each activity. Attach a list if the
space i not sufficient.

Livestock, Exoticor Wildiife Number of Acres

(b) How many head of livestock or exatic animals are raised on the property (average per year)?

Livestock or Exotics Number of Head
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SECTION 4: Property Use (concluded)

4. List the participation in any goverment programs for planting cover crops or land lying idle and the number of acres devoted to each program. Attach a st if the spaceis not
sufficient.

Program Name Number of Acres

5. Ifthe property is now used for any nonagricultural ativites,lst ll nonagricultural uses and the number of acres devoted to each use. Attach a st if the space is not sufficient.

Nonagricultural Use: Number of Acres
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SECTION 5: Wildlife Management Use

‘Complete this section onlyif the land is used for wildlife management. If the land is not used for wildlife management, do not complete this section.
1. Ifthe land is used to manage wildife, list at least three of the wildiife management practices being used (lsted and described in the important information section of this form).

A
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‘Attach the wildlife management plan for the property using the appropriate Texas Parks & Wildlife Department form
(obtained at www.tpwd texas gov/landwater/land/private/agricultural_land/).

Wasthe land subject to wildife management a e ofa 1Argev tract of land qualified for 1--1 or timberland appmm»
onJan. T ofthe previousyear? .......... ekies st .

Is any part of the land subject to wildlife management managed through a wildiife management property association?

Ifyes, attach a written agreement obligating the owners in the association to perform wildlife management practices
necessary to qualify wildlife management land for 1-d-1 appraisal.

Is any part of the land located in an area designated by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department s 2 habitat for an
endangered species, a threatened species or 2 candidate species forlsting by s threatened or endangered? ...

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No
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7. (a) Is the land that is the sub]ecl of this app!lcallon subject to a permit issued under Federal Endangered Specles Act

Section 7 or 10(a)? T Yes
(b) If yes, is the land included in a habitat preserve and subject to a conservation easement created under
Texas Natural Resources Code Chapler 183 or part of a conservation development under a federally approved =
habitat conservation plan? ... Yes
If yes to questions 7(a) and (b), provide evidence of the permit and of the conservation easement o habitat conservation plan.
Your application cannot be approved without this evidence.
8. Is the land that is the subject of this application actively used for a conservation or restoration project providing
compensation for natural resources damage undar one or more of the following laws:
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liabilty Act (42 U.S.C. Section 9601 et seq.) - Yes
Oil Pollution Act (33 U.S.C. Section 2701 et seq) . .. T es
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. Section 1251 et seq.) ... [ Tves
Texas Natural Resources Code Chapter 40 [ves

If yes to any of the above, provide evidence of the conservation easement, deed restriction or seftiement agreement with the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. Applications without this evidence cannot be approved.
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SECTION 6: Conversion to Timber Production

1. Was the land subject to this application converted to timber production after Sept. 1, 19977 Yes No
IFyes, on what date was it converted to timber production? .
2. Doesthe property owner wish to have the land subject to this 2pplication continue to be appraised s 1-d-1 land? Yes No
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SECTION 7: Certification and Signature

NOTICE REGARDING PENALTIES FOR MAKING OR FILING AN APPLICATION CONTAINING A FALSE STATEMENT: If you make a false statement on this form, you could be
found guilty of a Class A misdemeanor or a state jail felony under Penal Code Section 37.10.

n

Printed Name of Property Owner or Authorized Representative
1. that each fact contained in this application s true and correct;
2. thatthe property described in this application meets the qualifications under Texas law for the special appraisal claimed;
3. that  have read and understand the Notice Regarding Penaltes for Making or Filing an Application Containing a False Statement.”
sign » —
here

Signature of Property Owner or Authorized Representative: Date
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Application for 1-d-1 (Open-Space) Agricultural
Use Appraisal

TaxYear

‘Appraisa Distrcts Name. Appraial Distrct Account Number (i known)

'GENERAL INFORMATION: Texas Constitution, Article VIl Section 1-d-1, and Tax Code, Chapter 23, Subchapter D, provide for appraisal of open-space land.

FILING INSTRUCTIONS: This form must be filed with the appraisal district office in each county in which the property is located. Do not file this document with the Texas
Comptroller of Public Accounts.
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SECTION 1: Property Owner/Applicant

The applicant s the following type of property owner:

Individual Partnership Corporation Other (specify:

"Name of Property Owner Date of Birth

Physical Address, Cit, State, ZIP Code

Primary Phone Number (area code and number) Email Address”

Mailing Address, City, State, ZIP Code (i different from the physical address provided above)
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